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Mixture and Transition
The Urban Space(s) in Flannery O’Connor’s
“Everything That Rises Must Converge”

Hsiu-chih Tsai
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature

National Taiwan University

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the spatial politics inscribed on human
memories and practiced in the public social spaces in Flannery
O’Connor’s “Everything That Rises Must Converge.” The narrative
event happened on a bus in a small American southern town in
1950s, while the public space was just desegregated. The riders on
the bus were all facing a new situation and both the white and the
black people were not used to this kind of spatial relationship. Their
behavior and thoughts could be seen as the results of a much more
complicated inscription of the Southern culture and history of
slavery and discrimination. Racial discrimination and the Southern
culture make the fictional urban space full of mistrust and threats.
Henri Lefebvre’s concepts such as “space is social space” and his
interpretation of the re/production of social space will be
re-examined and applied to analyze the various aspects of
geographical, social, psychological and gendered space(s)

represented through the struggles both on and off the bus in the
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narrative as the products of particular social and cultural spaces. The
possibility of “convergence” as rehabilitation in the public space and
the restoration of the private one become the problematic issues of
spatial politics the characters should deal with personally at the end

of the fiction.

Keywords: urban space, American south, desegregation, race
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“Everything That Rises Must Converge,” Henri Lefebvre
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