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On Macro Text: A Semiotic Reintegration
on the Fragmental Texts in the Digital Era

HU Yrtrrong
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610064, PRC)

[ Abstract] The miniaturization of text on social media deepens the fragmentation in this cyber era. The
big-data method is one way of gaining meaning from the fragmentary texts, but it is far form enough. The
difficulty lies in integrating their meaning in higher level. Based on theories of contextualization,
intertextuality and co-text, this paper puts forward the concept of “macro-text” as the key to reunite the
fragmentary texts, which is the opposite side of the single or static text. Theoretically, macro-text takes
complexity theory, and it also provides a cross-level perspective to reintegrate the information fragments.
In an operational sense, macro-text is a construction thought which is the complementary of the
quantization method offered by the big data method. Both of them will be the necessary means of survival
in this information age.
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